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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for operating a server to generate an 
electronic fund transfer submission for transfer to a pavments processor, the 
electronic fund transfer submission comprising an electronic fund transfer 
disbursement file and an authorization message of a predetermined data structure, 
the authorization message being received from a remote client system, obta i n i ng 
an approva l of an e l o ctron i c fund transf e r d i sburs e m e nt fil e from a r e mote syst e m 
and transferr i ng tho o l octron i c fund transfer d i sburs e m e nt f il e to a paym e nts 
proc e ssor , the method comprising: 

generating a digest of the electronic fund transfer disbursement file by 
performing a hash on the electronic fund transfer disbursement file; 
transferring the digest to the remote system; 
transferring authorization control code to the remote system, the 
authorization control code being executed by the remote system to generate the 
authorization message on the remote system and return the af^-authorization 
r e spons e message to the server, generating the authorization message comprising 
of a pr e d e t e rm i ned data structur e by perform i ng the following steps: 

generating additional message attributes; 

generating authenticated attributes, the authenticated attributes 
comprising the additional message attributes and the digest; 

generating obtaining a digital signature of the authenticated attributes 
by passing the authenticated attributes to a file authentication component of the 
remote system as part of a digital signature request^ , m e ssag e , the auth e nt i cat e d 
attributes i ncluding th e dig e st and th e add i t i ona l me s sag e attr i but es ; 

generating a dummy data string; 

generating obta i n i ng a dummy authorization respons e message with 
the predetermined data structure by passing the dummy data string to the file 
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authentication component of the remote system as part of an authorization 
response request , the dummy authorization message m e ssage, the dummy 
author i zation r e sponse including a digest of the dummy data string; a digital 
signature of the digest of the dummy data string, and a digital certificate 
corresponding to the digital signature; 

generating the authorization r e sponse message from the dummy 
authorization r e spons e message by making the following replacements within the 
dummy authorization message : i) replacing the digest of the dummy data string 
with the digest of the electronic fund transfer disbursement file as provided by the 
server; and ii) replacing the digital signature of the digest of the dummy data string 
with the digital signature of the digest of the electronic fund transfer disbursement 
file; 

the server further receiving the authorization respons e message from the 
remote system; 

combining the electronic fund transfer disbursement file with the 
authorization message to create the electronic fund transfer submission: and 

transferring the electronic fund transfer an o l octron i c funds submission to 
the payments processor. 

^ th e ele ctronic funds submission comprising th e el ectronic fund transf e r 
d i sburs e ment f i l e and th e author i zation r e spons e messag e . 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 : 

wherein the server f urther authenticates compr i sing authent i cat i ng a user of 
the remote system by: 
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obtaining logon credentials identifying the user of the remote system; 

determining whether the logon credentials match those of an 
authorized user; and 

the step of transferring the authorization control code to the remote system 
occurs only if the logon credentials match those of an authorized user. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5. wherein the server f urther 
authenticates compr i s i ng auth e nticating the user of the remote system to the 
payments processor by: 

receiving an authentication challenge from the payments processor; 
transferring the authentication challenge to the remote system; 
receiving an authentication response from the remote system; and 
transferring the authentication response to the payments processor. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method for operating a server to Generate an 
electronic fund transfer submission for transfer to a pavments processor, the 
electronic fund transfer submission comprisino an electronic funds transfer 
disbursement file and an authorization message of a predetermined data structure, 
the authorization message being received from a remote client svstem. obtaining 
a n a pprov a l of an el octron i c fund transf e r disburs e ment fil e from a r e mot e syst e m 
a nd transf e rring th e e l e ctronic fund transf e r d i sburs e ment fil e to a payments 
proc e ssor, the method comprising: 

generating a digest of the electronic fund transfer disbursement file by 
performing a hash on the electronic fund transfer disbursement file; 
transferring the digest to the remote system; 

receiving the a fi-authorization r e spons e message from the remote system, 
the authorization response m e ssag e being of a prodotorm i nod data structure and 
message being generated by the remote system performing the following steps: 

generating additional message attributes; 

generating authenticated attributes, the authenticated attributes 
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comprisinQ the additional message attributes and the digest; 

generating a digital signature of the authenticated attributesii-the 
authonticatod attributoo i nc l ud i ng tho d i gest and tho add i t i onal mossago attr i butes; 

generating a dummy data string; 

generating a dummy authorization respons e message with the 
predetermined data structure, the dummy authorization r e spons e message 
including a digest of the dummy data string; a digital signature of the digest of the 
dummy data string, and a digital certificate corresponding to the digital signature; 

generating the authorization r e spons e message from the dummy 
authorization response message by making the following replacements within the 
dummy authorization message : i) replacing the digest of the dummy data string 
with the digest of the electronic fund transfer disbursement file as provided by the 
server : and ii) replacing the digital signature of the digest of the dummy data string 
with the digital signature of the digest of the electronic fund transfer disbursement 
file; and 

the server further combining the electronic fund transfer disbursement file 
with the authorization message to create the electronic fund transfer submission: 
and 

transferring the afhelectronic fund transfer f uf^submission to the payments 
processor ^ ov e r a secur e connection, th e ele ctron i c funds submission compr i s i ng 
th e ele ctronic funds transfer disburs e m e nt f i l e and the authorization r e sponse 
messag e . 

8. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 7 wherein: 

generating the digital signature of the authenticated attributes comprises 

passing the authenticated attributes to a digital signature hardware key as part of a 

digital signature request message and receiving, in response, the digital signature 

of the authenticated attributes; and 

generating the dummy authorization response message comprises passing 

the dummy data string to a digital signature hardware key as part of an 
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authorization response request message and receiving, in response, the dumnny 
authorization response message in the predetermined data structure. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8, further comprising: 
wherein the server further authenticates a authonticating the user of the 

remote system by: 

obtaining logon credentials identifying the user of the remote system; 

determining whether the logon credentials match those of an authorized 
user; and 

the step of transferring the digest author i zat i on requ e st to the remote system 
occurs only if the logon credentials match those of an authorized user. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the server f urther 
authenticates compr i G i ng authenticat i ng the user of the remote system to the 
payments processor by: 

receiving an authentication challenge from the payments processor; 
transferring the authentication challenge to the remote system; 
receiving an authentication response from the remote system; and 
transferring the authentication response to the payments processor. 

Claims 13-18 (Canceled) 
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